THE USE OF MILITARY MAIL SERVICES TO SEND
FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE FROM HOLLAND TO
CANADA IN 1945.

John Cranmer

I recently acquired the cover shown below in figs 1 and 2 from ebay. I can’t even recall
what attracted me to buy it but when it arrived, I discovered that the letter enclosed was
a good deal more interesting than the cover itself.

The full text of the enclosed letter is shown overleaf in figs 3 and 4 and members can
read it for themselves so I will not transcribe the full contents here Sufﬁce to say it is
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Figs 1 and 2 Front and back of the cover in question.
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a letter sent in late 1945 from Holland to friends in Canada from someone who had lived
for a while in Canada before WW?2 and then returned to Holland where they had spent
the war years. Much of the content takes the form of a ‘family letter’ updating the
Canadians on news of the Dutch family and giving some insight into life in occupied
Holland during WW?2. It is also clear that the writer is keen to return to Canada as soon
as they are able.

What is most interesting is the method used to send the letter. The writer has passed it
to a friend in the Irish Regiment of Canada, part of the Canadian Armed Forces that had
helped to liberate Holland from the Germans in 1945 and were then stationed there. The
friend then sent the letter on in a Canadian War Services ‘On Active Service’ envelope.
It is clear from the text that military mail of this type crossed the Atlantic far faster than
civilian mail as the writer asks, when seeking a reply to the letter that....... ‘but do not
write the letter there (to the home address given) for it takes a long time for civilian
letters’ ....... > Write this one to a Canadian soldier boyfriend of mine so the letter
will be back in 10 — 12 days’.

Obviously, the strict censorship of military mail had become slightly more relaxed after
the war ended but I wonder how many other examples members have seen of this kind

of use of military mail services for civilian purposes.

Of course, quite apart from the fact that military mail passed faster, there was also a
considerable cost saving in using this method of correspondence!
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